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A FUNERAL SERMON. 

** For to me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain." 

Fhil. i. 21. 

UCH, Brethren, was St. Paul's 
eftimate, and fuch ought to be 
the eftimate formed by every 
Chriflian, of " the life which > Tim. iv. 8. 
" now is, and of that which is 
" to come/' Chrift, and the glory of Chrift, 
our object here, — Chrift, and the glory of 
Chrift, our exceeding great reward hereafter, 
— Chrift conftraining us by His love, guiding 
us by His example, humbling us by His crofs, 
fuftaining us by His promifes, fo that when 
our day of trial is clofed, falling afleep in 
Jefus, we may awake, revived by His power, 

not 
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not to flirink from His prefence, but to re- 
cognize in the development of His divine 
attributes the fame gracious Mafter and Friend, 
whom we have loved and ferved, and wor- 
fhipped upon earth. Yes, Brethren, though 
death fhall have pafled upon us, we are yet 
the favoured objeds of the fame care, the 
fame love, the fame mercy, as in life. Death 
is not the clofe of, but only a ftage in, our 
exiftence. The fun which for a time may 
have been obfcured by the paffing clouds of 
this world's forrows and temptations, and 
feems to be quenched in the darknefs of the 
tomb, ihines forth again with a bright and 
genial luftre on the Chriftian's undying fpirit, 
the fame though a far more glorious luminary. 
The Saviour, who Himfelf tailed the bitternefs 
of death for us, waits to receive His fervants 
paffing through the portal of the grave. — 
He, the fame, but glorified Lord, welcoming 
them into the reft which He has purchafed — 
the glory which He has won for them, 

« Chrift 
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" Chrift the fame yefterday, to-day, and for 
" ever." 

But it is not in this paffage only that St. 
Paul gives utterance to the thought which he 
thus exprefles. Far from it. The thought 
of our continued exiftence in Chrift after 
death, of our life here being only the prelude 
to our more perfe<9: life in Him hereafter, is 
a thought which was familiar to his mind. 
To the Romans he fays, " Whether we live, 
" we live unto the Lord ; or whether we die, 
" we die unto the Lord : whether we live 
" therefore, or die, we are the Lord's." And 
in his Epiftle to the Corinthians, ** We are 
" confident, I fay, and willing rather to be 
" abfent from the body, and prefent with the 
" Lord. Wherefore we labour, that whether 
" prefent or abfent, we may be accepted by 
" Him." And in the verfes following the 
Text, " I am in a ftrait betwixt two — having 
" a defire to depart and be with Chrift, which 
" is far better." And in cap. iii. " For our 

" converfation 



Heb. xiii. 8. 



Rom. xiv. 8. 



2 Cor. V. 8. 
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2 Pet. iii. 1 2. 



" converfation is in heaven; from whence 
" alfo we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jefus 
" Chrift, who fhall change our vile body that 
" it may be fafhioned like unto His glorious 
" body, according to the working whereby 
" He is able even to fubdue all things unto 
" Himfelf." And thus it was not only with 
St. Paul, but with Chriftians generally in St. 
Paul's day. They did not make that great 
diftindion which we are apt to make between 
this life and the next — or, at leaft, they chiefly 
regarded the next life as a continuance of the 
prefent, though under far happier circum- 
ftances, and more glorious conditions — and 
thus, their faith imparting vividnefs and reality 
to their hopes, " they were looking for, and 
" hafling unto, the coming of the day of God." 
And they were right; and we, dear Bre- 
thren, err, greatly err, as far as we fail to 
imitate them in their expedant ftate, and do 
not transfer their hopes and anticipations to 
ourfelves. True it is that the age in which 

they 
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they lived was marked by features very dif- 
ferent from thofe of our own. Perfecution 
was then rife. Secret foes and hidden dangers 
befet them. " Our flefli," fays St. Paul, " had 
" no reft ; we were troubled on every fide — 
" without were fighting, within were fears." 
Thus death, in its moft appalling forms, be- 
came familiar to them. In their perplexities 
they even courted it ; and though, as we have 
proof in the Epiftle to the Theflalonians, St. 
Paul had occafion to check the indulgence of 
exceflive grief for departed friends, yet often 
we may fuppofe the Church in any city or 
village " to have mingled with its mourning 
" for a brother or a fifter called away, an in- 
" ward joy and thankfulnefs that God had been 
" pleafed to grant to fuch a merciful" releafe 
from anxiety and from fuffering. 

Literally, then, to thofe who in the midft 
of fo great perils had lived to Chrift, " to die " 
was " gain." With us, in our generation, the 
cafe is very different. With us, life, for the 

moft 
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moft part, pailes fmoothly. We are all occu- 
pied with its neceflary engagements, — " La- 
" bourers at the plough, merchants with their 
" traffic, farmers in their fields, and rich 
" men with their eftates;" and thus, amid 
fo many fecularizing influences, when the 
thought of death, the profped of another 
world is forced fuddenly upon us, we deem 
it an unwelcome interruption, and would 
gladly put it away. The truth is, we do not 
as did the Chriftians of old, look forward to 
the new life as a continuance of the prefent. 
By reafon of our many comforts and enjoy- 
ments, the grave has become reinvefted in the 
imagination of many perfons with the terrors 
of which Chrifl had deipoiled it. In a fpirit 
alien to the Gofpel we view death wholly as 
an evil — z. curfe without mitigation or alloy ; 
and inftead of regarding the righteous as 
blefled in their fummons from the world, 
fpeak of them (fuch is our ordinary language) 
in terms expreflive of compaflion, rather than 

of 
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of envy, for their change. Now, furely, dear 
Brethren, we muft confefs that this view of 
death, while it is pradically moft dangerous 
to us, argues a very imperfed appreciation of 
our Chriftian privileges, and of our " high 
" calling in Chrift Jefus." It is dangerous to 
us, becaufe the mind inftindively recoils from 
any objed which it dreads, and is feduced 
the more eafily into acquiefcing in an eaiy, 
carelefs, mode of living — and thus becom- 
ing deficient in holy motives of adion, it 
limits its views and aims to this our tranfitory 
ftate. Again, to regard death in the light I 
have defcribed, proves that we are infenjible 
to our blejjings and " high calling in Chrijl 
"Jefmr 

For, wherefore came our Lord into the 
world, and why did He vouchfafe to be par- 
taker of our nature, but " that through death 
He might deftroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil, and deliver them 
" who through fear of death were all their 

" lifetime 
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" lifetime fubje(ft to bondage." To thofe, 
therefore, "who are in Chrift Jefus, who 
" walk not after the flefli, but after the Spirit," 
death has no terrors — its bitternefs is pafled. 
Yea, the grave is bleffed to thofe that " lleep 
" in Jefus;" and contrary to the eftimate of 
carnal men, if we, as Chriftians, draw a com- 
parifon between life and death, " the differ- 
" ence will be, not as the world is apt to 
" think, in favour of thofe that live, but rather 
" in favour of thofe that die." For here on 
earth, as we all know, pain, and forrow, and 
ficknefs, and difappointment are infeparable 
from life. They are the very conditions of 
our exiftence — conditions impofed by God, 
and fulfilled by His bleffed Son, to teach us 
and all who would follow Him, that we muft 
tread in the fame thorny path of fuffering and 
felf-denial, and that we too muft bear our 
crofs if we would wear a crown. We muft 
fhare His toils if we would partake His 
triumph. 

But 



Digitized by 



Google 



A Funeral Sermon, 



But death to a fervant of Jefus is repofe — 
reft from fufFering — ^reft from fin. There in 
that other fcene of being, none of thofe things 
which here diftrefs and trouble us, Ihall vex 
us any more. " There fhall be no more death, 
" neither forrow, nor crying, neither fhall 
" there be any more pain ; for the former 
" things are paffed away." " Bleffed are the 
" dead which die in the Lord : even fo, faith 
" the Spirit, for they reft from their labours." 
Surely, oh furely, with the experience of our 
own fecret trials and fpiritual conflids, we 
muft all believe and acknowledge that to 
thofe who by grace have lived to Chrift, " to 
" die is gain." Surely to fuch, to " depart 
" and be with Chrift is better." 

Thefe truths. Brethren, are the very effence 
of the religion of Jefus, of Him who " brought 
" life and immortality to light through His 
" Gofpel;" and I know none calculated to 
fuggeft more blefled comfort and confolation, 
or truer wifdom and inftrudion, to thofe who 



are 
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are aflembled to worfhip in this fandluary to- 
day. For to-day there is forrow for the dead ; 
but in thefe truths which I have fet before 
you, the Spirit whifpers joy and hope. To- 
day there is, there muft needs be, grief among 
us here; but, thanks be to God, grief not 
unmixed with peaceful and cheering thoughts ; 
for in him, dear Brethren, the loved and 
honoured of this Parifh and County, the 
Friend and Benefador of fo many whom I 
fee before me ; in him, as far as we can judge 
a fellow mortal, were to be traced by thofe 
who knew him beft, thofe evidences of a 
Chriftian life which enable us to look back 
on the awful fuddennefs of his fummons from 
the world as to him a " gain." Let me then 
endeavour briefly to trace thofe traits and 
evidences of a character fo endeared to us. 

In fpeaking of our departed Brother I fliall 
fpeak fimply — ^in all Chriftian truth and fober- 
nefs. It is no time for flattery now; nor 
would I willingly do that from which his 

meek 
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meek and humble fpirit would inftindtively 
have fhrunk. No ; rather would I fo fpeak, 
that, while offering to his memory the tribute 
which gratitude and affed:ion prompt, we may 
derive from his example, as he would have him- 
felf defired, the warning or the encouragement 
which we may feverally need. For to this, 
and to this end only, whether we regard the 
memory of the departed, or our own relation 
to them in the Communion of Saints, is an 
occafion like the prefent to be rightly confe- 
crated. So to meditate on their example, fo 
to recall and contemplate the qualities which 
endeared them to God and to their Brethren, 
that, praying for grace to follow in their foot- 
fteps in the remainder of our earthly pilgrim- 
age, we may at length " with them have our 
" perfed: confummation and blifs both in body 
" and foul, in God's eternal and everlafting 
" glory." 

With this view, Brethren, if you confider 
the life of him who hath been taken from us, 

you 
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you will find caufe to blefs God for a pattern 
of a meek and confiftent Chriftian charader. 
In our departed Brother, faith in the merits 
of his Saviour, as it formed the only founda- 
tion of his own hopes of acceptance with God, 
fo was it the motive of his charity and be- 
nevolence to his Brethren. " The Crofs is 
my light,"* was his own expreflion, — his guide 

2 Cor. V. 14. that is, in faith and practice. " The love of 
" Chrift conftrained" him, and his aim was 
to exemplify in his daily condu<3: our Lord's 

John XV. 12. own words, " this is my commandment, that 
" ye love one another, as I have loved you." 
This was with him a deeply rooted prin- 
ciple ; but the piety which was its fruit, was 
not obtrufive nor oftentatious. In matters 
affeding the truths or interefts of religion, he 
fhunned not, indeed, any public declaration 
of his opinions, when fuch declaration was 

neceffary ; 

* " Crux mea Lux." A favourite motto of the late Sir E. 
H. Lechmere's, and infcribed, with the device on the title page 
in many of his books. 
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neceffary; and we know he was by convic- 
tion an attached and devoted member of our 
reformed Church; but he preferred to avoid 
the obfervation of the world, " Retired 
" Chriftianity"* (this is his own recorded 
fentiment) " is the trueft ; it is eafy to fill the 
** head with notions : but to fit like Mary at 
" Chrift's feet and be a learner is far better — 
" always be afraid of a fpecious religion." 

In thefe convidions we feem to have a key 
to the peculiar and moft valuable features in 
the charader of him whom we unite to mourn. 
His humility and gentlenefs, combined never- 
thelefs with a ftrong fenfe of duty and devo- 
tion, even at his own inconvenience and felf- 
facrifice, to the interefts of others — his fecret 
almfgiving, and perfonal kindnefs to the dif- 
treffed — and that conciliatory fpirit, in which 
he ever ftrove to avert diffenfions and compofe 
differences. How valuable were thefe quali- 
ties in the refponfible fphere of life in which 

Providence 
* Infcribed in a Journal of a tour in Piedmont, in 1851. 
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Providence had placed him, and how emi^ 
nently they were developed in the feveral 
relations in which he flood to us who are 
here aflembled, as Parent, Brother, Friend, 
Landlord, and Mafler, I need not fay. You, 
my Brethren, among whom he went in and 
out in almofl daily intercourfe, you know, 
(and God grant you may lay it to heart for 
your own profit,) how, though furrounded 
with the advantages of worldly wealth and 
flation, " he yet wore them all meekly, and 
" ufed them chriflianly," feeking by a faith- 
Heb. i. 1 6. ful ftcwardfliip, " a better country, that is, an 
" heavenly." And to that better country it 
is our confolation to know that he was ever 
looking. In the turmoil and prefllire of 
worldly cares and bufinefs, there was, as there 
ever ought to be, an under current of un- 
worldly feelings and fpiritualized affedions, 
and a fecret afpiration after an abiding-place 
of reft. He would feem in thefe things al- 
moft to have realized the language of the 

Text, 
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Text, and to have had the comforting afllir- 
ance ever prefent to his mind that, ftriving to 
live for Chrift, death would be to him a 
" gain." And of this we have a touching 
proof in a beautiful paffage embodying this 
very thought of the Apoftle which he had 
tranfcribed with his own hand — ^* Earth is 
" man's lodging houfe, heaven is his home, 
" and Chrift his wealth j"* and again, in an- 
other fhort and fimple paffage quoted from 
St. Auguftine, " O God, Thou haft made 
" us for Thyfelf, and our heart is reftlefs, 'till ' 
" it reft in Thee."f Nor was it in life only 
that he was confiftent in this humble felf- 
abafing fpirit. In that fpirit " he being dead, 
" yet fpeaketh I " A friend of the poor while 
he lived, and ever fenfible that rich and poor 
in the fight of God are equal, he defired to 
be as one of them when carried to his laft 
earthly refting-place. , 
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In his laft Will he forbade as far as might 
be " all funeral pomp, all parade," all the 
mere outward figns of this world's rank, thofe 
mockeries of frail humanity. In the true 
feeling of Chriftian memberfliip, he com- 
mended his remains to the care of thofe whom 
he loved and who loved him in return. Well 
knowing the worthleffnefs of outward things, 
he eftimated at its true value the fympathy of 
the heart, and we cannot, I think, doubt that 
his greateft joy and recompenfe would be, if, 
while you, my poorer Brethren, bore him at 
his own requeft, and other forrowing friends, 
followed him to the grave, we may all under 
the influence of true Chriftian forrow, have 
been led to pray as we flood around his bier, 
and in the flrength of our prayer, may have 
refolved to devote ourfelves more and more 
for the days during which we may yet be 
fpared, to the fervice of that Saviour in whom 
our departed Brother " fleeps." 

This vifitation of God, however, awfiil in 

its 
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its fuddennefs, and fevere to you, dear Bre- 
thren, in your lofs of a Chriftian Friend and 
Neighbour, will fail in its defigned mercy (for 
mercy tenjpers even God's fevereft judgments) 
if it be not improved by you to its ultimate 
and true end ; — your clofer union with Chrift. 
That it may be thus bleffed and fandtified 
fhould be ever your earneft prayer to God. 
The Lord is fpeaking to you now in accents 
of folemnity, and with a power in which by 
many here His voice may never again be 
heard. " See then that ye refufe not Him 
" that fpeaketh." If right impreflions have 
been made on you by your prefent lofs, pray 
and ftrive, I befeech you, that they may not 
pafs away ; but that they may become deeper 
and deeper, and be evidenced to the Lord by 
your growing love and ftrengthening faith. 
And pray not. Brethren, for yourfelves alone, 
there are others for whom, for your own fakes 
as well as for theirs, your prayers are needed 
in this hour of their bereavement. It is one 
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great and cheering evidence of God's mercy 
to you that, if, in the exercife of His perfeA 
wifdom, He has removed one Friend and 
Benefador from among you, He has yet left 
to you another — one anxious to tread in his 
honoured Parent's fteps ; to perform towards 
you the fame offices of kindnefs and friend- 
fhip ; and above all, to be joined with thofe 
dependent on him in the clofeft ties of Chrif- 
tian fellowfhip ; and this for no merely tem- 
poral ends, nor for the furtherance of your 
material comforts only, but who would fain 
labour to render thefe fubfervient to your 
higheft, to your fpiritual interefts. Too often 
we are difpofed to undervalue the importance, 
and mifapprehend the true nature of our 
earthly relations. And yet there are few 
among you who will not confefs from their 
own experience how greatly the well-being of 
any locality is advanced by the mutual con- 
fidence of rich and poor. But then, dear 
Brethren, this well-being to be real and lading 

muft 
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muft not depend on mere confiderations of 

individual advantage. Oh, no ! it muft be 

bafed on Religion — on Chriftian principles — 

on duties reciprocally difcharged for the love 

of Chrift. No lefs fandion will fecure it, but 

by this all will be fecured. Landlord and 

Tenant, Mafter and Servant, regarding each 

other as Brethren in Chrift, will " yield to 

" each other that which is juft and equal," Eph. iv. i. 

knowing " that we all have a Mafter in 

" Heaven." 

If thefe convictions fhall be confirmed in 
you, then will the prayers which we have this 
day offered not be in vain; nor the defire 
of our departed brother for the difiufion of 
the Spirit of the Saviour's Gofpel among you, 
which is your blelTednefs, be unfulfilled. 

And now. Brethren, I commend you to the 
Grace of God. Warned as you have been by 
this vifitation, of the uncertainty of all things 
here below, live as men waiting for the coming 
" of their Lord," live in Chrift z-vAfor Chrift. ^ cor. i. 7. 

Live 
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z Their, ii. 

lO. 



Burial Ser- 
vice. 



Coloir. iii. 4. 



Live " holily and juftly, and unblameably" 
before Him. Seek communion with your 
Saviour, as well in private and family prayer, 
as in the pubUc Services of the Church, and 
efpecially by partaking of his precious Body 
and Blood ; fo that when the time of your 
diffolution cometh, you " may reft in Him, as 
" our hope is our dear Brother doth," and 
after death at the laft and awful day when He, 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, " who is our life fhall 
" appear, ye may alfo appear with Him in 
« Glory." 



THE END. 
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